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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(6:47 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Good eveni ng, | adi es
and gentl enen. This is the public hearing of the
Zoning Conmi ssion of the District of Colunbia for
Thur sday, May 4, 2006. M nanme is Carol Mtten, and
joining me this evening are Vice-Chairman Anthony
Hood, Conmi ssioners M ke Turnbull, John Parsons and
Greg Jeffries.

The subject of this evening's hearing is
Zoni ng Conmi ssion Case Nunber 06-05, and this is a
request by the O fice of Planning for a text anmendnent
to Title 11 of the District of Colunbia nunicipal
regul ations, to Section 410 to renove the reference to
R-4 districts fromthe special exceptions for groups
of residential buildings.

And if vyou renmenber at set-down, we
offered as an alternative the whol esal e del eti on of
Section 410. A notice of today's hearing was
publ i shed in the D.C. Register on March 10, 2006, and
copi es of the hearing announcenent are available to
you on the wall fin near the door.

This hearing wll be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of 11 DCVR, Section

2021, and the order of the procedure will be as
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foll ows:

W'l take up prelimnary matters first,
and then we'll have the presentation by the Ofice of
Planning; then we'll hear from other governnent

agenci es, affected ANCs, organi zati ons and persons in
support, and organi zati ons and persons i n opposition.

The following time constraints will be
mai ntained in the hearing: Oganizations will have
five mnutes, and i ndividuals will have three m nutes.
Al'l persons appearing befor the Conm ssion areto fill
out two witness cards, and those cards are al so on the
tabl e by the door, and in com ng forward to speak to
the Commi ssion, please give both cards to the
reporter, who is sitting to our right.

Pl ease be advised that this proceeding is
bei ng recorded by the court reporter and i s al so bei ng
webcast |ive. Accordingly, we ask youto refrain from
maki ng any disruptive noises in the hearing room
which | don't think will be a problemtonight.

When presenting information to the
Comm ssion, please turn on and speak in the
m crophone, first stating your nane. When you are
fini shed speaki ng, please turn the m crophone off so
that it's no | onger picking up background noi se.

The deci sion of the Comm ssioner in this
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case nust be based on the public record. To avoid any
appearance to the contrary, the Conmm ssion requests
t hat persons present not engage the nenbers of the
Comm ssion i n conversation during the recess or at any
other tine. Ms. Schellin wll be available
t hroughout the hearing to answer the procedural
guestions. W ask you to turn off all beepers and
cell phones so as not to disrupt the hearing, and now
we'll take up any prelimnary matters.

Ms. Schellin, anything?

MS. SCHELLIN:  Not hi ng.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Al right. Then

we'll turn to the Ofice of Planning.
VB. THOVAS: Good eveni ng, Madam
Chai rperson Mtten. Good evening, nenbers of the

Comm ssion. The Ofice of Planning is reconmendi ng
removal of the reference tothe R4 Zoning District in
Section 410 and del etion of Sections 410.11 through
410.16 as a correction to reflect ori gi nal

modi fi cati on and amendnents to order nunber 19 i ssued

in 1970. | would stand on the record, if you have --
is you -- |I'lIl be happy to take any questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. | did -- | do
have a question for you. This relates to your

exam nation of what we set down in the alternative
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which is the -- striking the Section 410 in its
entirety, and what | didn't -- what | didn't
understand is that, given that we have Section 353,
whi ch has review by the Board of Zoning Adjustnment,
and it includes areferral to the Ofice of Planning,
and includes an exam nation regarding the site plan
and light and air and | andscaping -- a |lot of things
that are dealt with in the spirit of Section 410, what
nore do we gain by retaining 410 for R 5, given that
we have 3537

M5. THOVAS: | think that the only thing
is, from what ny understanding of 410 was, back in
it's day, was that what those provisions that required
stairs being public, joists and all that, | think that
was that specific was to prevent the type of garden-
style apartnents that -- hotel-looking type of
apartnents in the '50, 1950s -- | think it's just nore
of a design issue.

But if you believe that Section 353 is
enough, we can strike it out.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes.

M5. THOVAS: W woul d have no objection if
Section 353 is sufficient and 215-2516.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay; thank vyou.

Anyone el se have questions for Ms. Thomas? Question
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of anybody? Ckay. | think we'll just nove straight
ahead and -- are you comng to testify this eveni ng?
AUDI ENCE ~ MEMBER: Not out | oud,

of ficially.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. It'I1 go
quickly if you're not going to testify. So, you're
the only one here -- that's why | thought, "Let's nove
it fast forward and see if your friends testify."

So, we don't have any nore testinony, and
so | would like to urge ny colleagues that we -- |
t hi nk t hat because we have t hat thorough report by t he
O fice of Planning, and | was very heartened by Ms.
Thomas' s response to ny question, | would |Iike to nove
that we vote to approve Zoning Conm ssion's Case
Nunmber 06-05 in the alternative, which would be to
del ete Section 410 in its entirety.

|s there a second?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Second. Di scussion?
M ke?

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL: | think that the
idea of sinplifying it and getting rid of the
extraneous section is the way to go.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Anyone else? A

right; then we'll ask for every one in favor, please
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say, "Aye."

COWSSI ON MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ms. Schellin, we
have a unani nous vote.

MS. SCHELLIN:  The staff will record it
five to zero to approve Zoni ng Comm ssi on Case Nunber
06-05inthe alternative, to delete Section 410 inits
entirety. Comm ssioner Mtten noving, Conmm ssioner
Jeffries seconding, Conm ssioners Hood, Parsons and
Turnbull in favor.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you. W' re
adj our ned.

(Whereupon, at 6:53 p.m, the Zoning

Comm ssi on public hearing was concl uded.)
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